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(c) You must complete your project 
within the period of performance un-
less you ask for and receive a grant ex-
tension. 

§ 86.72 What if I cannot complete the 
project during the period of per-
formance? 

(a) If you cannot complete the 
project during the 3-year period of per-
formance, you may ask us for an exten-
sion. Your request must be in writing, 
and we must receive it before the end 
of the original period of performance. 

(b) An extension is considered a revi-
sion of a grant and must follow guid-
ance at § 86.101. 

(c) We will approve an extension up 
to 2 years if your request: 

(1) Describes in detail the work you 
have completed and the work that you 
plan to complete during the extension; 

(2) Explains the reasons for delay; 
(3) Includes a report on the status of 

the project budget; and 
(4) Includes assurance that you have 

met or will meet all other terms and 
conditions of the grant. 

(d) If you cannot complete the 
project during the extension period, 
you may ask us for a second extension. 
Your request must be in writing, and 
we must receive it before the end of the 
first extension. Your request for a sec-
ond extension must include all of the 
information required at paragraph (b) 
of this section and, it must show that: 

(1) The extension is justified; 
(2) The delay in completion is not due 

to inaction, poor planning, or mis-
management; and 

(3) You will achieve the project ob-
jectives by the end of the second exten-
sion. 

(e) We require that the Regional Di-
rector and the Service’s Assistant Di-
rector for the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Program approve requests 
to extend a project beyond 5 years of 
the grant start date. 

§ 86.73 How long must I operate and 
maintain a BIG-funded facility, and 
who is responsible for the cost of fa-
cility operation and maintenance? 

(a) You must operate and maintain a 
BIG-funded facility for its authorized 
purpose for its useful life. See §§ 86.3, 
86.43(f), and 86.74. 

(b) Catastrophic events may shorten 
the useful life of a BIG-funded facility. 
If it is not feasible or is cost-prohibi-
tive to repair or replace the BIG-funded 
facility, you may ask to revise the 
grant to reduce the useful-life obliga-
tion. 

(c) You are responsible for the costs 
of the operation and maintenance of 
the BIG-funded facility for its useful 
life, except as allowed at § 86.14(b). 

§ 86.74 How do I determine the useful 
life of a BIG-funded facility? 

You must determine the useful life of 
your BIG-funded project using the fol-
lowing: 

(a) You must give an informed esti-
mate of the useful life of the BIG-fund-
ed project in your grant application, 
including the information in Steps 1, 2, 
and 3, in paragraphs (a)(1) through (3) 
of this section, as applicable. 

(1) Step 1. Identify all capital im-
provements that are proposed in your 
project. We may reject your applica-
tion if you do not include an estimate 
for useful life. 

(i) Use the definition of capital im-
provement at § 86.3. 

(ii) The capital improvement must be 
a structure or system that serves an 
identified purpose. 

(iii) Consider the function of the 
components in your application and 
group those with a similar purpose to-
gether as structures or systems. 

(iv) All auxiliary components of your 
project (those that are not directly 
part of the structure or system) must 
be identified as necessary for the con-
tinued use of an identified capital im-
provement. For example, a gangway is 
not part of the dock system, but is nec-
essary for access to and from the dock 
system, so it could be included in the 
useful life of the dock system. 

(v) Attach an auxiliary component as 
identified at paragraph (a)(1)(iv) of this 
section to only one capital improve-
ment. If it supports more than one, 
choose the one with the longest useful 
life. 

(vi) Examples of structures or sys-
tems that could potentially make up a 
single capital improvement are a: Rest 
room/shower building; dock system; 
breakwater; seawall; basin, as altered 
by dredging; or fuel station. 
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